ue Exalted Hopes of the Righteous, at, 
"and after. Death, conſidered. 
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Prov. xi v. 32. 


— The Righteous hath Hope T1 : bis 
Death. 


UNERAL Diſcourſes can never be 
thought of Service to the Dead, but 
are eſpecially intended for the Inſtru- 
ction of the Living. Though we 
take Occaſion ſometimes to mention the a- 
dorning Virtues, the high Attainments of 
thoſe departed, yet even that is done directly 
for our own profit; that the living may lay to 
heart their excellent Example, and become 
Followers. of thoſe who through Faith and 
Patience inherit the Promiſes. 

Ta that End, our worthy Brother, 
whoſe Occaſion we are now aſſembled, de- 
ſerves to be had in everlaſting Remembrance: | 
bis Faith we ought to follow, and confider. the | 
End, the Uſefulneſs of his exemplary Con- 
werſation. We can't prevent a deep Concern 
on the Loſs of a Perſon of ſo great Value and 
Uſefulneſs; however, it ſerves to alleviate our 
Grief and Trouble, when we conſider, that -. 4 
the Righteous hath Hope in his Death. HOY * 
Ing. A - 8 


Ta 2 * 

You need not be told, that theſe are the 
Words of Solomon, the wiſeſt Man of that 
Age; a Perſon well verſed in all the Ac- 
compliſhments of uſeful Learning; one of 
large Experience; but in early Life ſadly be- 
tray'd by the Riches and Grandeur ſo fatal a- 
mong the eaſtern Monarchs. 

The Book of Eccleſiaſtes, however, is a 
ſtanding Evidence of the Penitence and Re- 
formation of his later Days. He there lays 
down as an effectual Expedient to the young 
and profligate, their fixing this Thoughtwith- 
in their cheerful active Breaſts, * that for all 
the vices of Life, God will certainly bring them 
into Judgment. Nor is there any part of Holy 
Scripture, as I remember, more ſerious, aw 
ful, and inſtructive, that that with which 
this Book is concluded : + Let us, ſaith he 
hear the Concluſion of the whole Matter; or, 
this 1s the Sum of all I have been ſaying ; | 
Fear God, and keep his Commandments, for this 
7s the wobole of Man, 1. e. his incumbent Duty, 
and his higheſt Intereſt; for God will bring 
every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret 
Thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil. To obey the Will of God, as declared 
in the Goſpel of his Son, is certainly our moſt 
important Concern ; our eternal Welfare, 
through the Redemption which 1s in Jef 
Chri/}t, depends thereon. To ſtand in the 


FEccleſ. xi 9. 1 Eccief xii. 13, 14. 1 Rom. iii. 4. 


* 


awful 


r 
awful Judgment ; to be pardoned, accepted, 
and glorified at that Day, which determines 


our everlaſting Exiſtence, muſt be of the high- 
eſt Importance imaginable. 

And this ſeems to be the prevailing. Senti- 
ment in our Text: However, we ſhall take 
it in that Light and View. The Maſculine 
Gender, and the Singular Number, are here 
uſed by Solomon, to give Beauty and Spirit to 
the Sentence; but the! apparent Senſe of the 
Paſſage is, that all righteous Perſons, of either 
Sex, have alike, Hope in their Death. 


From theſe Words, then, we have Oppor- 
tunity given, to diſcourſe upon the e 
Points. 


915 WA the common Calamity here ſup- 
poſed to overtake the beſt of Men; name- 
bh, Death. 


II. Upon what goes to the Character of a 


righteous Perſon? And, 


III. Upon the Felicities PP) at Death, 
have Ground to hope for? When we 
have faid ſomthing on theſe, * we- ſhall 
proceed to a ſuitable Application, and 


conclude with a ſhort Account of” our 


deceaſed Brother. 


4# 


I. We are here, in the frſt Phice, 20 in 
mind of the common Calamity; of what 


A 2 = will, 


(4) 


will, ſooner or later, be the Lot even of; the 
beſt of Men, i. e. Death. In the fatal Hour 
the Righteous hath Hope of Mercy and Fa- 
vour, but no Po Hope to eſcape the 
Grave. 
I ſhould think there was no need to tell you 
what is meant by the Word Death, or indeed, 
what it is, in Reality, to die. Every Specta- 
cle of Mortality, every breathleſs Friend we 
have at any time attended to the Houſe ap- 
pointed for all the Being, plainly teach us to 
Endo our End. 
Death is the Diſunion of Soul and Body; 
thenee neceſſarily enſues the utter Diſſolu- 
tion of our viſible Frame. Now thus to 
die, exhibits to us ſeveral very uſeful and in- 
ſtructive Leſſons, worthy our moſt devout and 
ſerious Attention. | 

Death ſeparates us at once and Gerd, from 
all our worldly Enjoyments, from every Ad- 
vantage of life: thence we learn, the Uncer- 
tainty, the periſhing Nature of every Depend- 
ance here below. Death drags us away from 
our molt. endearing Friends, from all the 
pleaſing Opportunities of Society and Conver- 
ſation; by which * Counſel is fweeten'd, and 
the Houſe of God made delightful. Hence 
we are taught the Value of our paſſing Mo- 
ments, how carefully we ſhould improve every 
Seaſon of Grace and Knowledge; and con- 


L Pal. tv. 14. 


ſtantly 
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ſtantly obſerve chat Precept, * forſake the fool- 
iſp, za live and walk in the way of Underſtand- 
ing. Death ſullies all our Beauty, it caſteth 
us down to Corruption and Rottenneſs. Na- 
ture ſhrinks at the Thought, eſteems it as the 
greateſt of all Enemies and Evils. They, then, 
who talk of Death with a careleſs Indifference, 
only declare thereby, that their Thoughts have 
not been ſufficiently taken up with ſerious Con- 
templations of its awful Conſequences. 

For, beſides its taking us away from all che 
Satisfactions of Life, which to the wiſe and 
virtuous, in Health and Vigour, are not de- 
ſpiſable, Death alſo fixes our everlaſting State. 
Solomon well obſerved, that there is no Work, 
nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in 
the Grave, whither we are going, So far as 
has been revealed, and we can pretend to 
judge, this World is the only place of our 
Trial and Probation; in the next World we 
are to expect our final, our unchanging Doom, 
Death then is the cloſing up of our Accounts; 
tis the Concluſion of our Stewardſhip ; as we 
die, ſo ſhall we ariſe, and in the ſame Eſtate 
muſt we appear before the ſolemn and awful 
Tribunal; where eternal Life, or intenſe Miſe- 
ry, wilt be our unavoidable Portion. There 
is therefore, too much depends upon our 


Death, that it ſhould be eſteem'd a Trifle: No 
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Man, with any Wiſdom, or Safety, or Con- 
ſiſtence, then, can haſtily incline to die, or fo 
much as entertain a comfortable Thought a- 
bout it, till ſome Aſſurance is gained of that 
good Eſtate which Balaam ſo much deſired, 
namely, * to die the death of the Righteous, 
and have his laſt End, or his Reward, to be 
like the righteous Man's. | 
Now Death; thus Awful; thus Impor- 
tant, will be the certain Fate of all, both 
Good and Bad. In this War, none of us have 
the leaſt ground to hope for any Eſcape or Diſ- 
charge +. The Fathers where are they? And 
the Prophets? The beſt of Men? Do they live 


forever? O no, they are, long ſince, diſſolv- 


ed in Death. To the thoughtleſs, the unpre- 
pared dying, though thus certain and una- 
voidable, muſt be very terrifying and dread- 
ful: It can be tolerable only to the Wiſe and 


Virtuous; as to ſuch Perſons indeed, its Sting 


and Terror are well removed : It can hurt on- 
ly the Body, while the Soul enters into Peace, 
and reſts in its Upri gùtneſs. 

Now, if Death be thus our common, our 
unavoidable Calamity : If it be thus Impomtant, 
and of ſo very different Effects, as it meets 
with Perſons prepared, or unprepared to die; 
it is certainly hereupon highly proper, that we 
go on to enquire into the Character of thoſe 


* Namb. xxiii. fo. ＋ Zach. i. 5. 
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who can with Safety, — to depart in 
Peace. 


II. This is the ſecond Part of our preſent 
Work. The Righteous hath hope in his Death, 


When the pale Meſſenger approaches to take | 


away a wicked Man, all his Dependencies fail: 
He lays hold on Peace, in vain: He is beſet, 
behind and before, with Shame and Trouble : 
But in that trying Hour, the joyful Expecta- 
tions of the Righteous, increaſe and .comfort 
them. 


But who are theſe? How are the Righ- 


teous known and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt | 


of the World? This 1s an important Enquiry, 
deſerving due Conſideration. To reſolve the 
fame, let it obſerved ; that the Term Righte- 
ous here, is to be underfiood:1 in its moſt gene- 
ral and comprehenſive Senſe: Far from being 
confined to any ſingle Virtue, it includes and 


ſuppoſes rather, the whole compaſs of virtuous 


Action. It denotes a Perſon, upright and ho- 
neſt, inwardly Good, and Godly, in contra- 
diſtinction to thoſe who are corrupt and ſinful : 


So th 2 Caſe plainly appears from the Words 


preceding our Text: The Wicked is driven a- 
way in his Wickedneſs ; but the Righteous _ 
Hope in his Death. To be Wicked, c 
have caſt off the Fear of God; to follow 


the corrupt Deſires of the Mind; to diſſerve 


our Generation; to abandon Wiſdom- s Ways, 
for thoſe of Sin and * 
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On the other Hand, therefore, to be Rip gh 


teous, ſuppoſes a conſtant Conformity to * 


Precepts of Purity, of Truth, of Equity and 
Goodneſs, - A ons Man, according to the 


Prophet Micah *. is one who does juſtly, loves 


40 y, and walks humbly with God: In the 
Account of St. Peter ＋. he fears God and 
works Righteouſneſs; in Oppoſition to thoſe 


who only talk of the Duties they owe to Ju- 


ſtice, Truth, and Fidelity, but neglect their 
Practice. t And why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the Things which I ſay? _ 

A righteous Perſon is active, watchful, and 
circumfpect; and, as ſuch, gains a Proficien- 
cy in Zeal and Faithfulneſs to God; in 
Equity and Goodneſs to his F ellow- Creatures; 


and in the prudent Regulation of his own * 


s and Paſſions. 
Under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation it belongs 
to the Character of a righteous Man; to be- 
lieve in, to accept of, and, with great Up- 


| rightneſs, to obey the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 


the Son and Sent of God; to comply with 
the Terms of Salvation as propounded in the 


_ Goſpel, fo as to adorn the Dodrine of God his 


Saviour. 

Thus, to be r Igbteous, in the comprehen- 
ſive Senſe, is much the ſame as to be good, or 
holy, or godly, or faithful. St. Paul, indeed, 
once, on an Argument very P uſes the 


© Mic. vi. g. 1 Acts x. 35. f Lake vi. 45. 
Words, 


{ ) 

Words, 7:ghteous Man in a reſtrain'd Senſe, as 
* diſtin from one {ſingularly good and chari- 
table: But it is a Rule we can't eaſily miſinter- 
pret, that whenever any fingle Word is uſed to 
fet forth the perſonal Character of a Perſon, it 
then comprehends all his commendable Quali- 
7 ties. Inſtances need not be multiplied in ſo 
clear a Caſe, and which your on Meditations 
may eaſily ſupply: I ſhall mention one, as ex- 
actly ſuiting the Affair before us. It is faid of 
 Zachariah and Elizabeth, that they were both 
righteous before God: Now, how did this ap- 
pear? How came it to be evident, that they 
were acceptably righteous in the Sight of God? 
The next Words declare this. Twas appa- 
rent from their walking in all the Command- 
ments and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs; 
that is, they made it the conſtant Care of their 
Lives, to worſhip, obey, and glorify God in 
every Inſtance of Duty and Obligation, to the 
Extent of their Knowledge and Capacity, 'This 
is all the great God expects, and 'tis what, 
through the Mercy of the new Covenant, he 
will graciouſly accept. 3 
The aforementioned Perſons are ſaid to be 
blameleſs; that is, T conceive, in the Sight of 

Men, who obſerved their upright and exem- 
plary Behaviour; not blameleſs in the Sight of 
God, who beholds the Secrets of every Heart. 
They had, no doubt, their Imperfections and 
Frailties, like other righteous Perſons ; but be- 
ing humble and conſcientious, JEHovan ac- 
cepted 
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cepted them to Mercy and Favour, as he _ 
all ſuch in every Nation, 

When therefore Hope i in Death is approptia 
ated to the R. ghteous, tis the Intention of the 
wiſe Man to denote thereby a Perſon who, in 
the general Bent and Tenour of his Life, iS 
humble, holy, upright, juſt, and faithful; 
who does what he can to keep 4 Conſcience | 
void of Offence toward God and toward Men; 
as St. Paul declares * was his conſtant Exerciſe 
and Reſolution, This alſo, I am well ſatisfied; 
was the daily Endeavoyr of our deceaſed Friend, 
Wy it ought to be our Concern, every one of 

; for on this we may certainly depend, that 
no o Chriſtian, who lives in any known, wilful 
Sin, whether of Omiſſion or Commiſſion, can 
ever be accounted righteous in the Eſtimation 
either of the Law or the Goſpel. That we 
may then have good Hope, through Grace, of 
Mercy from God in Chriſt, may die the Death 
of the Righteous, let us conſtantly addreſs the 
Heavenly Throne, and + walk before the Lord 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days of our 
Life. 

45 We now proceed to enquire what, at 
Death, the Righteous have ground to hope for ? 
The good Chriſtian, it ſeems, has ſomething 
in Expectation at, and after his Diſſolution. 

In that gloomy Seaſon, when all the pleaſing 
Views of bad Men expire and die, then, as 1 
ſaid, do the Hopes of the good and holy, re- 
vive, and ſupport them. But what kind of 


Ads xxiv. 16. + Lute i. 75. 
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Hopes may the Righteous entertain? What are 
they encouraged to expect, on their Departure 
out of Life? This will appear by the following 
Particulars. | 85 


I. The Righteous have Hope, at Death, to 
remain Favourites of the divine Mercy and 
Compaſſion. Having lived in Obedience to the = 
Will and Laws of Chriſt, * fo the Praiſe of 
him who called them out of Darkneſs into his 
marvellous Light, they have good Affurance of 
being + accepted in the Beloved. The Chri- 
ſtian, whoſe Heart has been humble, upright, 
and faithful to God, has good Ground thus to 
reaſon and conclude, on viewing the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel. © The Great JExovan hither- 
ee to has been my Strength and Refuge; as 1 
was caſt upon his Care from my very Birth; 
and as he has fed me all my Life long, and 
followed me with Mercy and Loving Kind- 
.:< neſs, ſo certainly he will not utterly reject 
' me ao, under my greateſt Trial: I depend 
he will not; and therefore I will, with great 
«Aſſurance, ſay with David ; Though 1 
.« wander through the Valley of the Shadow of 
« Death, Twill fear no Evil; for thou art with 
nne, thy Rod and Staff ſhall comfort me.” 
And this is no inconſiderable Part of the Be- 
liever's Hope, that he dies in the Arms of Re- 
deeming Love, can confide in the everlaſting 
Compaſſion and Mercy of God. 


n —7Þ Eobeſ i. 6. T Paal. xiii. 4 
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II. A righteous Man ſecurely hopes, on his 
Departure henee, to leave his Temptations, and 
Cares, and Trials, and Afflictions, all behind 
him. In this Life, and, more or leſs, all our 
Life long, we are ſurrounded with Snares and 
Dangers. We ate rarely eaſy, ſeldom ſafe. 
Though we are of few Days, yet oftentimes, 
_ thoſe Days are * full of Trouble, Now at the 
Grave, where the Wicked lie down in Sorrow, 
all the Afflictions of the Righteous ceaſe, and 
are forgotten. There, as Job ſpeaks, + the Wicked 
ceaſe from troubling, and the Weary be at Reſt; 
there the Prifoners reſt together, they bear not 
the Voice of the Oppreſſor. So Tſatah, Tbe 
Righteous, ſeemingly at leaſt, periſbeth, but no 
Man layeth it to Heart ; and merciful Men are 
taken. away, none conſidering that the Righteous . 
are removed from the Evil to come; or rather, 
as the Margin, are taken away from that which 
is evil: Yea, tis added, they ſhall enter into 
Peace, they reſt in their Beds, are like thoſe 
ho are at Eaſe from Labour, each one walking 
in his Uprightneſs. 8 
The Wicked here, take Delight to heap Af- 

flictions upon the Righteous, they often — 29 

their Zeal, and Faith, and Piety; but hereafter, 
the Scene will greatly change, as the Author 
of the Book of Wiſdom has moſt elegantly ex- 
preſſed it ||; when thoſe, overgrown at preſent 
with Infidelity and Prophaneneſs, groaning 


FJob xiv. i - + Fob „ ns J Ja. Ivii. 1, 2. 
Chap. v. 3, 4. . . LE _ | 


| through 
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through Anguiſh of Spirit, "reqe ſay within 
themſelves, ſpeaking of the righteous Man, This 
is he whom ve had ſome time in Deriſion, and 
made a Proverb of Reproach : We Fools account- 


ed his Life Madneſs, and bis End to be without 


Honour; How is he number'd among the Chil- 


dren.of God, and his Lot is among the Saints. 


And this the Spirit of God has told us, for 
our Encouragement and Support, * that, dying 
in the Lord, the Virtuous and Holy are thence- 
forth bleſſed, they reſt from their Labours, and 
their Works do follow them to their Father's 
Houle. n RS 11 985 


8 Again, In the Third Place, the Righ- 


teous have Hope at Death, as to their better 
Part, to remove, in Triumph, fo the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect. While the Duft re- 
turns to the Earth as it was, ſaith Solomon 
concerning Death +, the Spirit returns to God 


| who gave it. I The Body without the Spirit is 


dead. Upon giving up the Ghoſt (the anci- 
ent Method of exprefling the Departure of the 
Soul out of the Body) the Faithful always 
hoped for a Remove -to ſome better Place: 


Being gathered to their People, they yen" 


expected to enjoy the Company of the Bleffed, 
the Meek, and Holy, who were gone before 
them. This bleſſed Hope, full of Immorta- 


lity, made Stephen fo ready to ſay, Lord Teſts 


receive my Spirit. This Thought induced St. 


Kev. xiv. 13. + 48s xxiv. 15. t 2 Cor. iv. 14. 
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Poul $ to account himſelf, abjent from the 
Lord, all the while he was preſent in the Body, 
and to deſire a Diſmiſſon from it, that he 
might be preſent with the Lord; which he 
eſteemed, much better for himſelf, than to a- 
bide longer i in this troublefome World. This 
Hope of Immortality, was what inclined. So- 
crates, that incomparable Pagan, to rejoice 
with his happy Friends, when drinking the 
deadly Poiſon 1n obedience to his unrighteous 
Sentence *, and ſo careful to improve his laſt 
Moments, by inſtructing and comforting thoſe 
about him, in the ſteady purſuits of Wiſdom 
and Virtue : His Hope, I mean, of a ſudden 
Removal to the World of Spirits, to the So- 
ciety of the Wiſe and Virtuous, to a State of 
Peace, of Purity, of Joy and Reſt. But nei- 
ther does the Hope of righteous Chrz/tzans, 


2 ſtop here, for, beſide the Immortal TE 
of the intermediate State, . 


IV. They expect, and wait for, a happy 
and glorious Reſurrection. This the Goſpel 
has clearly and fully taught, beyond what had 
been done under the former Diſpenſation. 
. That there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the Dead , 


both of the Juſt and Unjuſt, our Saviour, has 
moſt expreſſly fenlared, The Hour is com- 


5 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. 


* He was conderaned to 8 for diſowning the Athenian Idols, - 


2nd believing 1 in the one ſupreme Fchowgh. 
* Ads xxiv. 14, 15. 


_- 


ing 


wv 


ried 


ing when all, who are in the Graves, ſhall hear 


his Voice, and come forth; they who have done 
Good, ſhall riſe to Life, and they who have done 
Evil ſhall riſe to Condemnation. This Truth: 
is now fully confirmed to us by the Reſurrecti- 


on of our Lord himſelf already from the Dead; 
as the Apoſtle well obſerves, * He who raiſed. 
up the Lord Jeſus, will raiſe up us alſo by him. 


+ Becauſe T live, ye ſhall live alſo. The Righ- 


teous then depend upon receiving again their 


Bodies, raiſed to Immortality , in which they 
ſuffered, and perform'd their Services and La- 


bours of Faith and Love, of Piety and Virtue. 
By being united to Bodies incorruptible, pow- 


erful, and glorious; they depend on being ren- 


dered capable of all kinds of pure and manly 


Felicity, with their glorified Lord and Saviour. 


A Reſurrection to an immortal incorruptible 


State, of unfading Vouth and Vigour, ſerves 


much to enhance the Hope of the Righteous. 


But what renders the ſame compleat and per- 
fect, is, - 


V. Their Dependance on the Joys and 
Riches of the immortal World. The Elect, 


2 Cer. iv. 14. 1 Jobn xiv. 7 | 
+ Some good Chriſtians, I know, queſtion the Immortality 


and ſefarate Exiſtence of the Soul, upon the Diſſolution 'of the 


Body. To ſuch I would recommend reading the profourd Dr. 
Samuel Clark, who, 1a his Letters to Mr. Dodwvel, Mr. Colins, 


Mr. Leibnitz, and other his ineſtimable Works, has, I think, 
fully cleared up that moſt deſireable Point, not only from the 


Holy Scriptures, and the Primitive Writers ; but frum Reaſon, 
from the Nature and Truth of Things. 


by 
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by whom, in the ſacred Writings, are always 
meant, the humble, diligent, faithful Servants 
of Chriſt, * are begotten again by the Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt from the Dead, to the lively 
Hope of an Inheritance, incorruptible, unde- 
filed, which fadeth not away, but 15 reſerved in 
Heaven for them. Such Perſons, as St, Peter 
adds for their preſent Satisfaction, Verſe 5. are 
kept by the Power of God, through Faith; 
through a ſteady Dependance on his Mercy, 
Protection, and Goodneſs, wunta Salvation. 
Thoſe holy Chriſtians who commit the keeping 
of their Souls to God, in well doing, may ſafe- 
ly truſt in him, not only as their merciful Cre- 
ator, but as their Support and Strength. Now, 
faith St. Paul, + to them who by a patient Con- 
tinuance in well doing ſeek for Glory, Honour, 
and Immortality, on them ſhall be conferr'd eter- 
nal Life; a Life, as he proceeds to deſcribe it, 
full of Splendor, Dignity, and Peace, 
Too be ſure, the Felicities of the future World 
are not at preſent, with Compleatneſs, to be 
conceived by finite Minds. # Beloved, faith 
St. John, now wwe are the Sons of God; and 
though it doth not fully appear what we ſhall be, 
yet this we know, that when he, or rather, when 
it appears, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee 
bim as he is. =; = 

The faithful, the juſt, the holy Chriſtian, 

will then be like unto God; that is, in ſome 

Reſpects, and to ſome Degree. They will be 


1 Pet. i. 3, 4. + 1 Fobn ili. 2. 


like 


(3570 I 
1 Uke to God in Immor lity; they die no more, 
; 4s our Lord ſpeaks of thoſe who will, by Grace, 
be accounted worthy of that World ; '* they are 
; | zhe Children of God, bei 2 Chi laren of the Re- 
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I They will be like to God, in che Enjoyment 
ö of an uninterrupted Felicity. The Joys into 


| which they enter, are the Joys of the Tar 
permanent, ſpiritual, and uncloying Joys; ſuch 
| as agree to the moſt refined Nature, and ſuit 
| the moſt exalted State, + Then ſhall the Righ- 
| eons ſhine Roe oth. in the Kingdom of their 12 
| Zher.. is faithful Followers, whoſe Righ- 
teouſnels I exceeded that of the Scribes and 
; Phariſees, our Lord thus declares; Great will 
| be your Reward i in Heaven, himſelf being aſ- 
| ended thither, as their Harbinger, to prepare 
: Manſions of Glory for them. 
® Perhaps the Faithful may then allo; be 
thoug ht like unto God, in the Exerciſes of p er- 
fect Hlolinek, and in high Degrees of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge. No doubt, as our Reward | 
Is preparing in Heaven for us, nothing can be 
wanted to compleat our Happineſs, nor to ſe- 
; 1 250 10 exalt our Perfection in every poſſible 
| + In thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Jay, 
4 E 1 Hand are Pleaſures for evermore. 
| As for me, I will bebold thy Face in Righteouſ- 
meſs 1 Fel be futigfed when 1 awake with thy 
An... a | 


-” Luke XX, 35, FAY + Meat. xiii. 43. Pſalm xvi. 11. 
and Eſalm xvii. 15. ö 7 
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Now, theſe are the noble Views, the exalt- 
ed Expectations of the Righteous, at, and after 
Death. They hope, though they die, to con- 
tinue Objects of the Divine Mercy and Accep- 
tance ; they depend on leaving their Cares, and 
Sorrows, and Temptations, all behind 3 5 
they expect an immediate Remove to the 
rits of juſt Men made perfect; after that, to be 
reunited with their Bodies, made immortal and 
glorious; and ſo to enjoy an eternal Life of 


rich Felicity, in the Heavenly World above. 
And thus having conſidered the Points pro- 


poſed; our common Calamity, Death; the 


true Character of a righteous Perſon ; and what 
ſuch may ſafely hope for, when their Fleſh and 
Heart ſhall fail; 


What lies next before us is, to make a pro- 


fitable Application. 


$ » Then, Have the Righteous Hope even in 


Death itſelf! ? And is this the Happineſs only of 


ſuch as obey and reverence the Lord their God? 
Hence let us all examine and prove our own 


Work,* fo as that we may have rejoicing in our- 
ſelves, and not in another, ſince every Man ſhall 


bear his own Burden, Let us, then, ſeriouſly enter 
upon the following Queſtions, each for him- 


ſelf. What have I been doing in the World! 7 


Have the Love, and Fear, and Service of God, 


been my Care and Study: ? Is my Delight in the 


Law of thie Lord? Or, is my Soul ae 


Cal. vi 45 5 
7 2 | Gong 


— — 


* —_ IP eee 


(ay... | 
from God in the bye Paths of Sin and F olly : 
Chriſt is my King, and will be my fake: 
* to this End he died, roſe, and revived, that 
he might be Lord, both of the Dead and Living. 
5855 how have I obey'd his Authority? Have 
his Ordinances and Inſtitutions met with my 
hearty Submiſſion ? Do I follow his Example, 
+ who did no Sin, neither was Guile found in 
N= Mouth? Am 1 truly conformed to the great 
Ends of his Life and Death, in dying to Sin, 


and living to Righteouſneſs ? And am J bealed 


by his Stripes? If, on theſe Enquiries, we 
have the Anſwer of a good Conſcience, we 
may rejoice : If, on the other Hand, Conſci- 


_ ence condemns, let us amend our Ways, and our 


Doings; 4 Let us ſearch and ry our Ws and | 


turn again unto the Lord. 


"iv Is the Hope of Favour with God, the 
Privilege and Happineſs of the Righteous : ? let 
us thence beware, leſt we build on a falſe 
Foundation, and ' bope in vain, Let neither 
the Faith of our Parents, the Righteouſneſs of 
our Friends, nor the external Shew of our own 
Devotions, deceive us; for even the Mercy of 


God, and the Undertakings of Chriſt, will 


fail, all the while we are diſobedient, unrigh- 


teous, and workers of Iniquity. 


Tis an eaſy Matter to perſuade a bad Man 
to roul himſelf on Chriſt, and defire to be 


cloathed with his Submiſſion and Duty to God; 


Kom. Xiv. . + 1 Pet. ii. 24 4 Lam. iii. 40. 
2 but 


F100” 
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t who can paſſibly think, that the Obedience 
byt w Perſon can be placed to the Account of 
another, who, as to himſelf, abides difobedi-) 
ent? as well may Wiſdom, or Patience, or 
Humility, be convey'd from one Subject to a- 
nother. He only that doeth r1ghteoufly can, in 
any Senſe, be eſteemed & r:ghteous in the Sight 8 
of God, who can neither be deceived or 
mochad. Indeed, when Chrift is formed in us, 
and the Life we now live in the Fleſh is influ- 
ence and governed by the Faith of the Son of 
God, who loved us, and gave himſelf for us; 
when we are led by the Spirit of God, we are 
then his Children, and Herrs with Crip of the 
Oy to come. 


III. Are the Hopes and Views of od Men 
and Women, ſo very great and deſirable? Let 
us thence encourage our Souls in ſteadily prac- 
tiſing the ſeveral Virtues of a righteous Life; 
let us labour to encreaſe in Faith, in Diligence, 
in Zeal, and Love to Chriſt ; let us add to our 
preſent Degrees of Faith, the practical Graces 
of Chriſtianity : by abounding therein, we make 


our Calling and Election ſure; our Hope in 


God, through Chriſt, becomes firm and laſting ; 
twill ftand us in Stead, at Death, and in the 
Day of Judgment ; 'twill be as an Anchor to 


our Souls, and 1 our Entrance into that 


Place within the Veil, where Chriſt, for us, is 
already entered. Running, with Patience, the 

a b Race 
* 1 bn iü. 7. : 
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Race ſet before us, we may ſecurely look unto, 
Teſus, as the Author and End of Faith : By 
building up ourſelves on our moſt holy Profel-. 
fion, and praying in the Holy Ghoſt, we kee 
ourſelves in the Love of God, and fafely look: 
for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto. 

Eternal Lite. 

Lou now expect I ſhould give ny further 
Account of our departed Friend and Brother. 
Though Virtue uſually ſpeaks for itſelf, yet 
ſomething is moſt juſtly due to an excellent and: 
worthy Character. The Deceaſed had the Ad- 
bars. and Happineſs of being trained up,, 
from a_ Child, to the Knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures he was betimes Gabacd with the 
Wiſdom of Salvation; through the ſteady Care 
and holy Example of his pious Father. Had. 
all Pages the like Capacity, Zeal, and Steadi- 
neſs, the Generations of Mankind could never 
have ſunk into that Ignorance and Folly ſo ap- 
parent in the World. Being thus poledd to 
Religion and Virtue, to the Rs e of God 
in Chriſt, thoſe early Impreſſions 1 — their 
conſtant and ſteady Influence; ſo as that in the 
Days of his Vouth our Friend took upon him- 
ſelf the ſolemn Profeſfion of Chriſtianity, by 
that Baptiſm appointed i in the Goſpel, as the 
viſible Mark and Evidence of our Entrance in- 
to the Church of God, purchaſed by the Re- 
deemer's Blood. Being well eſtabliſhed; in the 
Foundation Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
on theſe twas his conſtant Endeavour to build 


up 
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up unto Perfection; in theſe Principles he re- 
mained ſteadfaſt and immoveable, knowing 
that 7 {ny Chri/t, or his Religion, 7s the Fro 
Yeſterday, to Day, and forever. Giving him 
ſelf up Ns to the Chriſtian Life and Practice, 
his profiting ſoon and manifeſtly appeared. 

The Death of his pious Father engaged him 
early on the Stage of Action with reſpect to 
the preſent World. Here, though ſetting out 
under ſome Diſadvantages, yet, by conſtant 
Prudence, even Conduct, and indefatigable 
Application, through the Divine Bleſſing which 
uſually ſucceeds the diligent Hand, he became 
very ſucceſsful and proſperous, truly capable, 
and heartily willing, to ſerve his Generation 
according to the Will of God. Were we to 
trace him in the ſeveral Stations through which 
he paſſed, (a Taſk of Time and Pains) he 
would be found of ſingular Excellence, and 
worthy of perpetual Reſpect and Imitation. 5 
The kind Huſband, the tender Parent, the 
uſeful Neighbour, the exact Dealer, the faith- 
ful, compaſſionate Friend, in bim. were all 
conſpicuous. | 

Nor can we forget him as a | Miniſter of 
God, in the Goſpel of his Son. His Place 
and Station in the Church, equally declare his 
uncommon Capacity, and unwearied Dili- 
gence ; willing to ſpend, and be ſpent, in the 
Redeemer s Cauſe, and for the good of Souls; 
he was, in Fourneyings en; ſpared neither 

Time, 
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Time, Expence, nor Pains, in viſiting the 
Members of Chriſt, in any Part -of the Na- 
tion; either, where Gifts were wanting, Diffe- 
rences were unreconciled, or Diſorders appear- 
ed, needing a proper Remedy. He may be 


very fairly numbered among the Meſſengers of 
the Churches and the Glory of Cbriſt. His 
great Succeſs, in theſe kinds of Service, gave 
him much Encouragement; and his Preſence 
was often and greatly deſired. His Spirit was 


ſo intent on this Work; as was the Caſe of 


Timothy, who is ſaid, naturally to care for the 
good Eſtate of bis Philippians, that the Care of 


the Churches, ſoon become, as one may ſay, 
natural, i. e. eaſy and familiar to him. 


Vou, my tt Friends of this Congrega- 


tion, need. not, 10 much as to be reminded, how 


he watched for your Souls, as one who muſt give 
Account, ſo as to do it with Joy and not with 


Grief. How ready was he to conſult Methods 
for. your ſpiritual Profit, and how unwearied 
in their Execution? How much was it his 
Care and Study, to warn the unruly, to com- 


fort the  feeble-minded, and ſupport the weak? 


And thus, by a Life, ſuitable to what be 
taught you publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe, 
5 — adorn the Doctrine of God his Savi- 


our. I fear not to ſay, in a qualified Senſe, ye 
are e and God alſo, how holily, and 


juſtly, and unblameably, he behaved Bim a- 


mong you i that believe. You. lament the loſs of 
a 
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a Life ſo valuable; but you cannot ſorrow as 
thoſe who have no Hope. To the faithful Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, even Death is gainful. : Blef- 
fed are the Dead, who die in the Lord, I repeat 
it here, Tea, ſai th the Spirit, they reſt from 
their Labours, and their Works do follow them 
to their unſpeakable Joy and Comfort. Since 
then, the Righteous hath, thus, Hope even in 
Death; and ſince our Brother, ſo well ſup- 

ported that excellent Character; Labour to re- 
joice in the Light and Grace you have receiv- 
ed, through his Miniſtry and good Example. 
Learn trüly to value, and conſtantly attend upon, 
the Gifts which - ſtill remain among you; 
ſtrengthen their Hands, and encourage their 
Miniſtrations, to the utmoſt of your Power. 
Let the Word of the Lord, and the Ordi- 
nances of his Houſe, he ſtill precious to you. 

Keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace: Labour to be perfect, be of good Com- 
fort, live in Peace, and the God of Love and 
Peace, will remain with you. To ſuch of yon, as 
were ftill more immediately related to him 
the Ties of Nature: I can only fay. Rudy: 
Reſignation to the Will of Provides: : ES 
not long e' er you, and all of us moſt follow: 
Tn Patience foſſeſs your Souls; Bleſs God for the 
Advantages you enjoy by his paſt Life. Copy 
his Example in every Excellence of it ; Truſt 
in God; live before him to his Praiſe: By 


Proper and Supplication; with Thankſgiving, 


make 
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make your Requeſts known to the Lord; and the 
Peace f God, . paſſing all underſtanding, quill 
keep your Hearts and Minds through Teſus 
Chriſt. In one Word, ſince Life is ſhort, and 
Death ſo certain ; let us, one and all, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, prepare the Materials for our 
removing, by laying up Treaſure in Heaven; 
let us learn, more and more, to live as it be- 
cometh the Goſpel, in all holy Converſation and 
Godl:nefs. | | | 
And thus, as Religion and Virtue continue to 
be our daily Practice, we ſhall be happy for the 
preſent, and enter hereafter into the Joys of 


our Lord, I conclude with the Words of the 


Apoſtle . Wherefore, my beloved Brethren, 
be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, aluays abounding in 
the Work of the Lord, inaſmuch as ye know, 
that your Labour in his Service is not in vain, 


1 Cor. xv. 58; 


HAT Maxim favours much of Ge- 

neroſity and Goodneſs: Of te 

Dead ſay nothing ill.“? To diſ— 
turb their filent Duſt, is, notwithſtanding 
what fomtimes happens, through ungrounded 
Prejudice, or Party-Intereſt. Tis not alto- ' 
gether improbable, but ſomthing of this Na- 
ture may happen with reſpect to the Perſon 
of whom I have been ſpeaking. Out of the 
very many with whom he had been concern- 
ed, both at Home and Abroad, perhaps, ſome 
Sparks of Detraction and Inhumanity may ap- 
pear, I have ſomtimes ſeen whole Families 
cenſured and condemned Sr the fake of a 
ſmall Part; though tis always a Point of Juſ- 
tice, and Wiſdom too, carefully to diſtinguiſh 
the 
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che Innocent from the Guilty. Tis, with 
the deepeſt Concern, I obſerve ſo. many Tom 
plaints from Numbers who ſo greatly ſuffer, 


As we uſe to fay, ©* Sufferers have a right to 


“ complain.” But then muſt not all this 
have added Weight to the the Father's Afflic- 
tion, beyond all Meaſure, to be made a Party 
therein, when it is ſo very certain that him- 
ſelf was, along with the reſt, a very great 
Sufferer. Nor can he be juſtly cenſured, as 
acceſſory by wrong Example: For, I am very 
ſure, Profuſeneſs, or Inattention in Buſineſs, 
could never be learned of him, but the e 
contrary. 
And as to any criminal Connivances; or 
Colluſions, I am fully ſatisfied they are not 
chargeable on him. The knowledge of his 


Son's Affairs, as they became more and more 


deſperäte, was unduly kept from him, even 
till he was incapable to, alter them. I muſt 
confeſs ſome of the Things complained, of are 
a little intricate, and not eaſily ſeen through, 


- by ſuch as are unacquainted with Trade and 


Merchandize. Some Caſes, though clear, and 


- practiſed every Day by Men of Buſineſs, with- 


out the leaſt Reflection, may appear to others, : 
15 | D 2 in 


POSTSCRIPT. 
in a different Light; and fo be eaſily improved 
to a Perſon's Diſadvantage, Of this, I am 
pretty well fatisfied, had he not been a Father, 
or one concerned in the Family Intereſt, thoſe 
Charges had never been thought of, which 
have been of late the moſt loudly proclaimed 
and aggravated. I acknowledge and regret, 
the heavy Loſſes, under which ſome Perſons 
labour, whom I greatly reſpect: And yet I 
know not how to help thinking, that, fo far 
as the Father was accidentally brought into the 
Account, they themſelves would have taken 
the ſame Courſe, and have excuſed themſelves 
on the eſtabliſhed Principles of Negotiation. 
Alter all, I can ſincerely fay, that, from al- 
moſt forty Vears Acquaintance; from the clo- 
ſeſt Converſation; from the moſt intimate 
Correſpondence, and the niceſt Obſervation, I 
never obſerved in him, ſo much as an Inclina- 
tion, to do what was unjuſt, We know the 
Hearts of Men, only by their Actions: By 
theſe they ſtand or fall: And fo far, I take it, 
Experience and general Obſervation will de- 
fend him. 
And what fully convinces me of his Inno- 


cence, beſides his pious Education, and daily 
. Practice, 
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Practice; is this, that under the Extremity of 

Pain, and the Expectation of near approach- 
ing Death, he ſolemnly proteſted * that the 
“ Cenfures paſſed upon him were utterly falſe 
and unjuſt,” And his other Profeſſion, re- 
ſpecting his religious and and miniſterial Con- 
duct, will, I believe, be readily. admitted as 
a real Truth, that, he had not made Gain * 


© Godlineſs;” but, on the contrary, it was 


his Care and Study, by his own. Labour 


and Travel, to make the Goſpel of  Chrift _ 


out any Charge, The rack of his Diſtemper ® 
prevented many ſeaſonable Admonitions, 90 


thoſe about him; in which Work, being well 
qualified, he was never ſparing. As, for bim 


to live, was advantageous to the Cauſe of 


Griff s ſo, to die, was gain to himſelf. 0 


= Ai. Inflammation in his Bowels, was the Occaſion of his 
Death. 
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Ro bonne b te fon a 3 
T EFLECTIONS on he Duty of Ma ers, 


7 ful. Rules propoſed for promoting the Peace and 
3 Tranquility of Families. 88 EY 


* —* 


| . Maſter, give unto your. 1 that which 5s yo” * Fqual, 
ER knowing that ye alſo have a Maſter in Heaven, Col. iv. 1. 
Servant, obey in all Things your Maſters according to the Fleſh ; 
1 not with Eye- Service as Men-pleaſers, * in fongleneſe of 
1 2 Heart, fearing God, Chap. ii "7 2 | 


Quidam cœnent tecum, quia digni ſunt; quidam, ut fint 
— c Colant potius te quam timeant. 8 
/ e him J beute. Epiſt. 47. 
e : Phe Second. Epirton; + 


= 


Miſtr eſſes, and Servants. In which ſeveral Ir- 
regularities are reproved, and certain 2 and uſe- 


* 


